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The multiple stages of a building’s lifespan must have a voice in any future 
adaptive reuse endeavor. 
In order to envision the future, we must examine not only the past but also the 
unintentional ‘ghost spaces’ associated with the loss of the original function.  The 
‘ghost spaces’ provide insight into the transformational nature of a changing 
program. 
The path of a future architectural trajectory must evolve simultaneously with the 
study of the past in order to create architecture that is appropriate for the present.  
Only by recognizing critical events in both the past and present timeline can we 
root the building in the present in an ethical manner.  The peaks and valleys 
along a buildings timeline represent epochs in the transformative motion-like 
nature of the built environment.  These epochs represent significant nodes on the 
timeline of a buildings overall effectiveness.   
Establishing guidelines for design that take future program into account is key to 
creating adaptable buildings that can survive once their original program has 
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CHAPTER 1:  THESIS STATEMENT 
01_01 Thesis Statement 
The architectural building blocks that once supported the physical 
manifestation of an obsolete institution still retain a potential capacity that can be 
applied to future adaptations of existing structures.   
The characteristics associated with the values and architectural strategies 
of former institutions can be adapted to fit new functions with a focus on the 
interstitial gaps between program.   
The interstitial space, aka the “ghost space” needs to be expressed in 
order to evoke a sense of transformation in any future adaptive reuse project. 
01_02 Underlying Questions 
 Why do we renovate rather than build from scratch?  Why re-adapt aging 
buildings at all? 
 How does the idea of permanence play into the re-use of a project? 
 If a building has outlived its programed usefulness, can it be re-made in a 
responsible manner? 
 What constitutes an ethical, responsible, or appropriate manner of 
adaptive reuse? 
 How can the transformative qualities of an adaptive re-use project be 





 How does the ever-changing nature of reuse projects effect the role of the 
architect? 
 Is it possible to represent the changing stages of a buildings life through 
the built environment?  Should each chapter of the buildings life have the 
same exposure in the final/current representation? 
 How do we re-inhabit spaces with past negative associations?  What do 
we leave in, what do we leave out? 
 Can we setup future trajectories without knowing the future?  What 
sources can we use to predict possible future outcomes?   
 When we have our predictions how can we plan for them (future use) 
while remaining true / appropriate to what has come before (past)? 
01_03 Summary 
 As more and more institutional buildings outlive their original 
programmatic purposes, adaptive re-use architects and designers struggle with 
the task of appropriately adapting these buildings for reuse.  The lifespan of a 
building as well as the impact of the current architectural intervention is brought 
into question.  How do we as designers view our architectural intervention in the 
larger timeline of the built environment?  The temporal score of a buildings 
lifespan is often times represented as “static”, the gaps that the building 
experiences due to a loss of program are rarely taken into account or expressed 
in future renovations or adaptions to a new program.  When viewed along a 





program ends and eventually a new program is devised and implanted into the 
aging structure, problem solved?  Here the method of intervention does not fully 









CHAPTER 2:  CIRCUMSTANCE 
02_01 Institutional Buildings 
In addressing the need for responsible and appropriate future 
interventions we must also examine the drivers and circumstantial framework 
that has produced so many abandoned institutional buildings.  Institution can be 
defined as “a system of elements or rules which, when built, expresses the 
system which contains the elements of the rules”1.  Here the institution is defined 
through the physical buildings as artifacts of the process of what once happened 
within its walls.  The problem arises when an institution loses its purpose and 
place within a permanent setting.  When a problem is solved what becomes of 
the piece and tools left over from the original endeavor.  Schneekloth refers to 
these abandoned institutions as “white elephants” within the larger context of the 
surrounding built environment.  She writes that “they reflect the obsolescence of 
the past and they remain with us and continue to be a part of the society that 
produced them”.2  The life of a building represents a temporal score of the 
occupation of the spaces within.  How and when these spaces are occupied and 
for what purpose begins to define the time period in the life of the building.  The 
social, cultural, economic, and political context plays a large role in shaping the 
surrounding community’s reaction and response to the changing program within 
in the abandoned hospital.  The aging hospital and its campus has been heavily 
                                            
1 Schneekloth, Lynda H., Marcia F. Feuerstein, and Barbara A. Campagna. Changing Places: 
Remaking Institutional Buildings. Fredonia, NY: White Pine Press, 1992. Pg. 32. 





affected by the loss of its original program.  The changing times represents the 
success of the original institution’s fight against tuberculosis.  The hospital 
remains a monument to the struggle and eventual victory over a harmful disease 
that once ravished the local community. When re-adapting these former 
institutions into something new we must take the changing nature of the built 
environment into account and examine why the opportunity for change has 
occurred in the first place. 
02_02 Notion of the Type 
As aging institutional buildings outlive their use they begin to exist in a 
programmatic limbo.  Often times these giants have achieved the goal they set 
out to reach.  The loss of the original function represents a shift in the strategy 
behind a solution.  In our case, the end of useful contribution towards solving a 
problem.  In Changing Places, Shneekloth defines a type as “a use/form solution 
to what is perceived as a social problem.  But with changing institutional goals, 
structures, and rewards, they may outlast their usefulness”.3  Here she is 
describing a common problem plaguing many historically significant institutional 
buildings today.  The type refers to the moment in time when the original problem 
still contained relevance.  When the problem is solved or the method of solving 
the problem shifts the institution represents a past solution to a now obsolete 
issue.  The type associated with any issue is propped up with the physical 
                                            
3 Schneekloth, Lynda H., Marcia F. Feuerstein, and Barbara A. Campagna. Changing Places: 





characteristics that result in the idea of an institution.  As designers, we often find 
ourselves faced with the task of sorting through the former characteristics of the 
original type.  The previous architect’s tools become the future architect’s 
constraints and opportunities.  Figure 01 represents an example of how the ideas 
of an institution are supported by the architectural intervention.  The plan below 
illustrates how a characteristic, such as the separation of patients by gender and 
mental illness, becomes a repeatable model for other designers to follow.  These 
forms and defining architectural strategies strengthen the expression of the 
























Figure 01:  Insane Asylum Type 





02_03 The Death of TB: Institutional Drift 
The idea of an ‘institutional shift’ has become a main area of interest 
behind my thesis research.  An institutional shift can be described as any 
cultural, social, or historical driver that creates an epoch of change regarding the 
original purpose of an institutional building.  These drivers eventually lead to a 
loss of the original program due to the loss of the need for a ‘type’ function of a 
building.  In the Glenn Dale Tuberculosis Sanitarium, we have seen the 
dissipation of the need for tuberculosis treatment in the United States.   
William Redmond describes the process of institutional drifts as being a slow 
creeping condition that eventually, when noticed, alters and changes the nature 
of the institution.  In the case of Glenn Dale, the ‘drift’ that the hospital has 
experienced directly relates to a change in the method of treatment of 
tuberculosis.  The hospital was originally designed with a focus on introducing 
light, fresh air, and rest to the patient in order to cure their TB infection. The 
method for treating the disease shifted from therapeutic methods to the 
widespread use of vaccines and combination drug therapy.  These advances in 
medicine, while good news for the patient, eventually led to the closure on many 
TB clinics around the country, Glenn Dale included.  Redmond writes “this type of 
institutional change is not generally the result of deliberation or planning but is a 
process of adjustment to larger changes in the social environment”.  The 





While vaccine therapy was introduced at the hospital in the late 1950’s, the 











CHAPTER 3:  SITE 
03_01 Current Conditions:  Ghost Space 
Glenn Dale Sanitarium Hospital is currently sitting empty.  It is 
deteriorating due to both the invasion of the elements and a loss of activity within 
its sturdy walls.  The current state of the hospital represents a type of ‘ghost’ 
space relative to its original program and function.  This ‘ghost space’ carries the 
original characteristics of the ‘TB type’ over into a new setting.  The original 
problem that Glenn Dale set out to solve, which led to the type-solution, was the 
growing spread of Tuberculosis in the greater DC-Baltimore area.  The hospital 
itself came to be thought of as a ‘product’ of a solution to a mass social dilemma.  
The hospital as a solution is interesting because it eventually sets itself up to be 
out of a job.  Once Tuberculosis is cured, or not a large enough threat to the 
general public, the original program associated with the treatment of the disease 
promptly ends.  
 After the program has ceased to exist the building must find a new niche 
in order to remain useful.  Here we have our dilemma, Glenn Dale currently 
represents an unintended state of existence void of its original function.  While it 
does not treat TB patients any longer it still retains the characteristics associated 
with its original goal to eradicating an infectious disease.  When we are all out of 
nails we are left with only a hammer.  How we end up re-appropriating the 
hammer for new uses requires a careful examination behind the choice and 





CHAPTER 4:  PROGRAM 
04_01 Approach to Program 
Any adaptive reuse project must embrace the previous program as an 
opportunity, not a constraint.  Working with the existing parts and pieces of the 
past institution, new additions and renovations have the opportunity to express 
as sense of movement along the timeline of the buildings life.  Re-purposing 
projects, such as the Highline project, have found unique ways for progressing 
the past type characteristics while simultaneously adapting the structure for a 
variety of new uses.  The program of the Highline remains open ended in a 
sense.  The structure now hosts a wide variety of public interactions and 
community events allowing it to remain flexible for future uses that follow the 
trends of the surrounding community.  The past function of the trestle is 
recognized through the leftover train track and overgrown perennial grasses.  
Does the expression of the past function along with the re-adaption of the original 
characteristics of a train line portray a sense of future possibilities?  Can these 
strategies be applied to former institutional buildings? 
A possible approach to applying a new program to the existing Glenn Dale 
Hospital would need to take the period of abandonment into account.  The 
hospital must not only adapt to a new use but it must also adapt to the cyclical of 
reprograming in general.  The new program must work in tandem with the 
remaining tools of the past institution.  When repurposed correctly, the kit-of-





04_02 Possible Future Outcomes 
Future programmatic use of institutional buildings and campuses are 
unique in that they are past expressions of an obsolete institution.  Sanitariums, 
like Glenn Dale, can be seen as triumphal ruins.  They accomplished what they 
set out to do and now are presently resting on their laurels.  These past 
institutional buildings are in desperate need of reuse.  A new program will not 
only have to be monetarily feasible, it will also need to fulfill a need for the 
community in order to be approved by the hospitals owners.  As more and more 
residential neighborhoods spring up around the campus, it is easy to see how the 
land could be developed in order to both blend in and turn a profit. 
I feel that by allowing the transformational qualities of the buildings past to 
bleed into future functions, we can create an expression of the hospitals rise and 
fall.  The fate of the past institution is something to learn from, if we can apply the 
lessons of the past to strategies for the future we can setup a building that 
becomes a survivor.  The loss of the original program should not mean the end of 
a building’s life.  The evolution of a buildings programmatic life can be seen as a 
manual for new future uses. 
04_03 Transformative Qualities of Time 
 The problem arises when buildings are either re-adapted for a new 
program or restored to their former glory.  Both of these situations represent 
common solutions to the preservation and reuse of aging historical institutional 





spaces in a responsible manner?  The problem of capturing the “dynamic” fluid-
like nature of a building is explored by Bruno Latour in his article titled An Ants 
View of Architecture.  He relates this idea of the 4th dimension (time) to our 
representation methods currently used in architecture discourse and practice.  
Latour states that “to consider a building only as a static object would be like 
gazing endlessly at a gull, high in the sky, without being able ever to capture how 
it moves”4  He is comparing the method of architectural representation to that of 
Jules Marey’s “Photographic Gun”, seen in Figure 02.  Marley was trying to break 
down the process of a gull in flight.  Latour goes on to state that we, as 
architects, need to devise the opposite of the photographic gun in order to view 
the architectural transformations in a manner that pays respect to where we are 
and where we are going. 
 The transformative qualities of architecture must be represented in any 
addition, renovation, re-adaption, or restoration project.  While one can easily get 
a sense of the ethical qualities associated with paying respect to the past, a 
larger more impactful area of the timescape would be the future.  By being 
mindful of the future we can work to setup strategies that will carry on after the 
current architectural intervention has long outlived its usefulness.  This way of 
thinking addresses the main question as to why we feel the need to “fix” and 
mend these aging and abandoned buildings.  Where does this desire originate? 
                                            
4Latour, Bruno, and Albena Yaneva. "“GIVE ME A GUN AND I WILL MAKE ALL BUILDINGS 
MOVE”: AN ANT’S VIEW OF ARCHITECTURE." Explorations in Architecture: Teaching, Design, 










Figure 02:  Bruno Latour’s Photographic Gun 
















CHAPTER 5:  CASE STUDIES 
5_01 Case Study:  Monmouth Park Elementary School 
Ambrose Jackson Associates Inc. 
 Location  Omaha, NE 
 Architect  Thomas Kimball 
 
 Opened  1904-1908 
 Closed  1981 
 Abandoned  1981-1983,  
 Renovated  1983-1993 (windstorm damage) 
 Demolished  1995 
 
 Monmouth Park is an adaptive reuse project of a historic school in 
downtown Omaha Nebraska.  The school was re-adapted from an elementary 
school and converted into apartment housing units.  The original function of the 
building included various characteristics specific to school design during the time 
it was built.  Examples of some of these ‘type’ characteristics include: high 
ceilings, multiple levels of large staircases, large windows (too much lights 
sometimes and too little light in other cases), ventilation issues, and excessive 
circulation.  These characteristics are specific to school design yet proved 
problematic when the structure was transformed into housing units.  The design 
team determined that while some of the spaces were adequate for re-use, some 
were not.  The approach the team decided on was to ‘borrow’ light and ventilation 
from some rooms and ‘lend’ the resources to rooms with inadequate 
light/ventilation. Figure 03 below shows the before and after of the main halls.  





design.  Here the architects work around the original programmatic 
characteristics associated with school design during the time the project was 
initially completed.  This is an example of how the characteristics related to the 








Figure 03:  Before and After Main Halls 
















5_02 Case Study:  Danvers State Lunatic Asylum 
 Location  Danvers, MA 
 Architect  Nathaniel J. Bradlee 
 
 Opened  1878 
 Closed  1992 
 Abandoned  1992-2006 
 Preserved  2006-2007 (Avalon at Danvers) 
 
The field of adaptive reuse has provided us with numerous examples of 
fitting a new, contemporary program into an existing shell of an institution.  These 
institutions have long outlived their original purpose and function.  The manner in 
which we re-adapt aging buildings does not always do the original institution 
justice.  Danvers State Lunatic Asylum was once considered the model of what 
an asylum should look like and how it should function.  When the original 
purpose and idea falls apart, what are we to do with the discarded components 
and kit-of-parts that once served as the building blocks of the past institution?  
The characteristics of the original type are now seen as discarded scrap that can 
be repurposed to fit a new program. 
AvalonBay spearheaded the adaptive reuse of the aging Massachusetts 
asylum.  The company specializes in the residential reuse of abandoned 
historical buildings.  The way in which the company tackles Danvers State is 
interesting to say the least.  A key characteristic of the asylum type was the use 
of a linear bat-wing design associated with the Kirkbride Asylum Plan.  The 





planners and superintendents of the asylums believed that the form and function 
of the asylum was considered therapeutic for the patients and promoted a faster 
recovers and better mental hygiene.  While the patient’s quality of life was 
important to the designers so to was the function of the hospital to better suite 
the staff and medical personnel.  Heidi Johnson writes in Angels in the 
Architecture, that “following the Kirkbride Plan, the asylum separated men and 
women patients by placing them at opposite ends of the building”5  While the 
idea of a separation between sexes was key to the plan, the designers also 
situation the more severe cases of mental illness towards the ends of the wing, 
furthest from the administrative buildings as possible.  The designers at 
AvalonBay took this idea and brought the outer portions of the wings inward to 
focus on the new rear courtyard.  This move can be seen in Figure 04.  While this 
is an example of reusing the characteristics of the original type, the altered plan 
does nothing to portray the process of where this design move originated and 
thus why it has any merit in the revised layout.  Very few aspects of the original 
design find their way into the new campus layout.  The addition of apartments 
buildings tucked behind the original façade have no place among the original 
buildings.  Finding ways of interacting with the image of the original institution 
while allowing for future program is key to any successful adaptive reuse project. 
 
 
                                            
5 Johnson, Heidi. Angels in the Architecture: A Photographic Elegy to an American Asylum. 






Figure 04:  Danvers State Lunatic Asylum Layout (Before and After) 





When reshaping the programmatic purpose of a former institution one 
must not focus on the past but on the path that led the past to its present state.  
The adaptive reuse of the Danvers State Hospital by the AvalonBay company 
has resulted in an apartment complex built within the shell of a former institution.  
The type that props up the institution has left us with the discarded tools required 
to fix a problem that does not require fixing.  As we have seen in Figure 04 over 
80% of the original asylum campus was razed to the ground due to monetary 
concerns.6  The company describes the intervention of apartment housing as a 
way of breathing new life into the buildings.  Referring to their choice of material 
finishes, the company Vice President Scott Dale states “we didn’t want it to be 
targeted towards a specific demographic.  We wanted a broad appeal.”7  The 
interior design of the former hospital does nothing to reveal that it was in fact a 
former asylum.  Whether this was done out of negligence or to cover up the 
negative associations of the past institution is not clear.  The project is 
reminiscent of a hermit crab, when one shell is abandoned it finds another.  The 
story behind the new shell means nothing to the crab.  The shell is just that, a 




                                            
6 Mosher, Diana. "Apartments on the Hill: AvalonBay's Ambitious Adaptive Reuse Project 
Delivered 433 Apartments to a Boston Suburb While Preserving the Site of the Historic 
Danvers Lunatic Asylum." Multi-Housing News 45, no. 2 (March 2010): 30. 





5_03 Case Study:  RMS Titanic 
 Location  41.726931° N and -49.948253° W 
 Designer  Harland & Wolff, Belfast, Ireland 
 
 Built   April 2, 1912 
 Lost   April 15, 1912 
 Service  5 Days (April 10-15) 
 Found   1985 
 
The RMS Titanic represents a unique example of a ruin.  The ship sits 
thousands of feet below the surface of the Atlantic Ocean and is slowly dissolving 
away.  Before the wreck was found by Robert D. Ballard in 1985 it was 
considered lost, the wreck only existed in the collective memory of those who 
had seen it originally.  To everyone else, the memory and impressions of the ship 
depended on historic images and first-hand accounts of the disaster.  Once the 
ship was found a new window was opened exposing the transformational nature 
of the buildings and manmade objects.  After the initial shock and awe associate 
with the discovery subsided, questions regarding what to do with both the wreck 
and the site began to surface.  Ballard’s wish was to preserve the wreck and the 
debris field.  While the wreck can obviously be seen as a monument to the 
technology of the times, it also houses the remains of thousands of passengers 
within its sealed hull.  Randolph Langenbach writes of the nature of identity 
behind the discovered wreck.  He writes “As an historical artifact, a sunken 
vessel is an enigma.  Does it “exist”?  The shattered wreck is the Titanic, but in 





over 60 years ago.”8  He is referring to the fact that by bringing back images of 
the wreck in is present state, Ballard has transformed the public’s sense and 
collective image of the ship.  While the ship only functioned as such for a brief 
five days, it existed in the interstitial state of existence for more than half a 
century without having a voice.  This can be seen in Figure 05 below. 
 
Figure 05:  Titanic Diagram 




                                            
8 Schneekloth, Lynda H., Marcia F. Feuerstein, and Barbara A. Campagna. Changing Places: 





5_04 Case Study:  Highline, DSR 
One project that is truly successful in capturing the transformational 
qualities of time is the Highline Project.  The project involves the re-purposing of 
an existing railway line into a public space with a focus on sustainable methods 
of landscape maintenance.  The Highline experienced a 25-year gap from the 
time it was carried its last passenger to its rebirth as a public gathering space.  
The new program for the former train path is describes as a place for community 
interaction as well as providing a vehicle for linking the surrounding 
neighborhoods and extending the notion of a cohesive city.  Figure 06 shows 
how existing line relates to the separate vehicular circulation below.  The project 
works to provide a separate circulation path; it plays off the original idea of a 
hierarchy relating the automobile and the mass transportation method of the 
train. 
One way in which the Highline can be considered a successful reuse 
project is in its expression of the interstitial “ghost’ space that the train trestle 
existed in for over a quarter of a decade.  The design team worked to incorporate 
the species of plant life that grew up in the non-functioning gap of abandonment 
that the track experienced.  Friends of the Highline describe this unique 
component of the re-design of the train line.  They write “The High Line's planting 
design is inspired by the self-seeded landscape that grew on the out-of-use 
elevated rail tracks during the 25 years after the last train stopped running.”9  By 
                                            






giving the activities associated with the non-functioning part of the train tracks life 
a voice in the future state of the project, the designers are expressing a state of 
transformation.  Figure 06 depicts the sustainable plant life and watering 
techniques behind maintaining the native vegetation.  They are portraying a part 
of the history of the train line that gives a glimpse of what can happen when the 













Figure 06:  Highline Vegetation 






CHAPTER 6:  HEURISTICS 
 It remains very difficult to determine what is and what is not important 
when examining the relics of the past.  Existing constraints along with the 
constrains of the past are very hard to differentiate in a contemporary setting.  
The main drivers that shaped and defined the design of the original hospital were 
about introducing the patients to natural factors associated with the surrounding 
countryside.  Even the siting of the hospital was determined due to its proximity 
to both Washington D.C. and Baltimore.  Light, Air, Rest, and Nature were the 
four biggest design constraints of the original hospital.  By introducing the 
patients to ample light, fresh air, and views of the forest, the practitioners were 
better able to treat their tuberculosis.  While we now know that many of the 
treatments aimed at curing T.B. failed, these factors none the less were 
perceived by the original designers as important and thus vital to the patient’s 
wellbeing.   
 When the original design constraints play a role in the new future of the 
building they have the ability to tell a story of its past use.  How and when these 
original motives find a new voice remains the task of the designer.  A successful 
addition or renovation to the existing hospital must be able to express the past 
experiences and design moves in order to make a visual connection between 
what once was and what could be.  As we have seen in past precedents, there is 
a common desire in many adaptive reuse projects to merely gut the interior and 





buildings has great power in its expression, it cannot support the new voice of the 
institution by itself.  The interior conditions of reuse projects such as Danvers 
State fails in its potential to express what once went on inside its walls.  While 
there is often a push to cover up the darker side of the past institution, there is 
also a story telling power that exists within the decay and detritus that now coat 
the halls of the building.    As I have stated in the original thesis, there is a way of 
revealing the past through the expression of the interstitial state of abandonment.  
While the growth of the vegetation and the broken glass have nothing to do with 
tuberculosis they help to reveal the quality of time and how it plays a role in the 
















CHAPTER 7:  PROPOSED INTERVENTION 
 The proposed intervention at the former Glenn Dale Hospital involves a 
mindful attention to both the original drivers behind the hospital past design.  By 
using these previous constraints of light, rest, nature, and air, the hospital can 
have a new life while still reacting and responding to the natural environment. 
The initial reaction to the existing site was to create a building within a building.  
This approach was a very simple expression of what I felt was the appropriate 
first step in re-adapting the former hospital.  Figure 07 represents the initial 
strategies of “framing out” the interior spaces.  Initially this method was meant to 
be repeatable and accessible from the exterior of the main building.  The 
interstitial gap, created by the loss of the original program, is easily seem when 
one occupies the abandoned structure.  By building out the spaces within the 
aging hospital one could hypothesis that the expression of the interior qualities 
could be achieved and relayed to the future occupant. 
Since the site currently is restricted from the public, the campus and its 
buildings are only viewed in space glimpses from the roadway.  The power and 
expression of the interior spaces can only be viewed by illegally entering the 
dilapidated buildings.  The qualities of the interstitial gap in program can be seen 
below in Figure 08.  In many ways, the original drivers behind the design of the 





Figure 07:  Plug-in / Pull-out Units 






Figure 08:  Nature, Light, Air, Rest 
Source:  Pinterest 
 
The gaps in the hospital’s program have resulted in a state of 
abandonment.  The period of abandonment has manifested itself in the decay 
and overgrown qualities of the spaces.  Since the gap in program was a result of 
a shift in the way in which the institution functions, it is appropriate to root the 
new intervention with a shit.  In Figure 09 the proposed slice into the existing 
building can be seen.  The slice was a way of breaking up the repetition of the 
living unit while allowing for natural light and vegetation to take hold of the new 
exterior spaces within the building.  By allowing the natural light and air to enter 
and flow through the building, the original design narrative can find a new voice 






Figure 09:  Floor Plan Shift 
Source:  Author 
 
The original design of the hospital had a large focus on natural light.  This 
led the designers to include long spans of solarium space that linked the living 
spaces in both the adult and the children’s wards.  I wanted to keep the qualities 
of the original solarium intact even though the nature of the unit has changed.  
The plan on the left is the original design while plan on the right shows the 
proposed intervention.  The focus again was to allow the natural qualities of the 
site a way of flowing and moving through the hospital campus.   
The following figures (Figures 10 – 15) represent the final intervention to 
the former Glenn Dale Hospital campus.  The intervention is shaped and 










Figure 10:  Shift Diagram 










Figure 11:  Live / Work Axon 








Figure 12:  Floor Plans 







Figure 13:  Solarium Perspective 








Figure 14:  Duct Detritus 








Figure 15:  Slice Perspective 





CHAPTER 8:  CONCLUSION 
I believe that by examining the transformational qualities associated with 
the ‘tools’/characteristics used to create the original hospital we can create a 
dynamic dialogue between the past and the future.  The interstitial space, 
existing in a current state of abandonment, must be tapped into in order to create 
a moving, fluid representation of change and re-adaption within the timeline of 
the hospital.  By doing this we can create the opposite of the ‘moving gun’ that 
Latour describes as key to representing the motion-like qualities of a changing 
architecture.  The interstitial space, time between program/function, represents a 
new environment for the solutions of the past to exist within.  How these original 
characteristics function in an unintentional manner/use reveals with their ability or 
inability for re-adaption when a new program does eventually surface. 
The final intervention to the hospital campus can be deemed successful if 
it can portray the qualities of time to the occupant.  The visitor to the site is at 
once attentive to the decaying qualities of the site, these attributes help to tell a 
story of the process of the institutional shift.  Since the shit in treatment of 
Tuberculosis has led to the death of the original institution, it is only fitting that the 
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